Levens Parish Council

DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 08 September 2026 in Levens
Methodist Church commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Please note that in these Minutes, references to Levens Parish Council and Westmorland and Furness Council
may frequently be shortened to the PC or W&FC respectively.

Present: Clirs. D. Forshaw (Chair), R. Atfield, J. Battye, H. Burrow, K. Holmes, D. Rogerson, M. Willacy
In Attendance: M. R. Curry (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.
36/26 Apologies for Absence: No apologies submitted - all Members present.

37/26 Minutes: It was Resolved that the Chair be authorised to sign the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the
Council held on 07 July 2026 as a true record.

38/26 Declarations of Interest: No declarations of interest were made and the Clerk confirmed that no
requests for dispensation had been submitted.

39/26 Public Participation:
The member of the public attending raised concerns regarding planning application 2026/1665/PIP
[permission in principle for one dwelling on land adjacent to Over Cotes Access Road to Waistcotes]. He
asked the Parish Council to note that the proposal represents isolated development outside the current
Local Plan allocation and highlighted concerns relating to access arrangements and the provision of
services. Members discussed the application in detail, including issues of ownership, the planning history
of the site and neighbouring land, and its relationship to wider development pressures in the parish. It
was noted that the site is not allocated for development in the current Local Plan, although consideration
may arise in the context of Westmorland and Furness Council's inability to meet its housing targets.
Members considered that the issues raised by the Waistcotes proposal reflected wider planning concerns
affecting the village and agreed that it was important for planning officers to understand the broader
implications of the application. ClIr. Battye advised Members of forthcoming changes to the planning
system, including amendments to the Scheme of Delegation that may result in more planning
applications being determined by officers rather than the Planning Committee. She encouraged Members
to attend the online briefing scheduled for 17 September. It was Agreed that the Parish Council should
invite a senior planning officer to attend a future meeting to discuss the wider planning situation affecting
the parish. Members thanked the resident for raising the matter. Clir. Holmes encouraged him to speak
with neighbouring residents to gauge local opinion and Clir. Rogerson agreed to investigate local
wayleave arrangements. The Chair confirmed that the points raised would be taken into account when
the application was considered later under the planning agenda item.

40/26 Reports:

a) Reports from Councillors attending meetings not otherwise on this Agenda: No reports were
submitted under this item.

b) Westmorland & Furness Council (W&FC): Clir Battye reported on the following:

i) The Tour de France will be passing through the area on Saturday 03 July 2027 and is expected to

encourage considerable local interest.

ii) The Extra Mile is a flexible, bookable rural bus and shared transport pilot service launched in July
by Westmorland and Furness Council in and around Ulverston. It is hoped this scheme will be
extended to other areas.

iii) Planting for Pollinators will form part of an evening of Climate Change activities to be held locally
on a date to be confirmed.

iv) An A590 online corridor meeting is to be held in the near future.

v) Overnight parking of motorhomes has been mentioned locally - for instance on National Trust land
at Brigsteer Woods. It was noted that this is not a new development and is not yet considered to be
a cause for concern.

c) Police: The next meeting of the Cumbria Constabulary Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee is
scheduled to be held on Tuesday 15" of September 2025 at 7.00pm. This is an opportunity to
discuss policing in the Parish with members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team. Clir Battye
confirmed that she will attend but the meeting is open to all Members who may wish to log in.



41/26 Finance
a) Receipts 01 July — 31 August 2026: The Clerk had circulated a bank reconciliation for the period 01

May - 31 August (no reconciliation had been possible at the July meeting and there had been no
meeting in August). Receipts totalling £16,625.00 were noted, all of which were in relation to land and
allotment rents except receipt of the 2026-27 precept of £16,174.00 from W&FC.

b) Payments Made Between Meetings: The following payments (approved by email) were Ratified:

i) Printing Plus - Summer Newsletter: £ 161.00
if) Moore — Audit Fee: £ 378.00
i) Lune Valley Landscapes — strimming etc: £ 360.00

c) Payments Required: The following payments were Approved:
i) MR Curry - Salary / expenses, July 2026: (PC: £492.65; LCP: £90.98;

Charity: £6.99; Mileage: £26.40; Expenses: £0.00): £ 617.02
ii) MR Curry - Salary / expenses, August 2026: (PC: £276.00; LCP: £17.28: £ 293.28
iii) MR Curry — Expenses (postage stamps): £ 7.28
iv) Zurich Municipal - Insurance premium 2026-27: £ 47510
v) HMRC - PAYE/NIC Quarter 1 2026-27: £ 669.56

vi) Other payments required since publication of this Agenda: None was required

d) Finance Report: Councillors received the Bank Reconciliation and a note on Ring-fenced Funds at
31 August 2026. No matters of exception were raised. The bank statement showed a balance before
unpresented cheques of £32,583.65 and the Chair was authorised to sign it. Cllr. Burrow was given
authority to incur minor expenditure from the ring-fenced Christmas Fund for the 2026 event. She
advised that she would need to step back from her lead role in this event though she will continue to
help. It was Agreed to consider proposals for the distribution of the current fund at a future meeting.

e) Revised Salary Scales: The Clerk reported that the National Joint Council for Local Government
Services (NJC) had agreed revised pay rates for 2026-27. The pay increase was Agreed and the
Clerk will implement the new rates from October to include the back pay due from April 2026. The
Clerk’s position of the spinal point was discussed, and it was Agreed that he should arrange for an
appraisal to be held, following which the pay band would be reviewed.

f) Bank Mandate and Digital Banking: Clir. Atfield continues to try to resolve this. The Clerk will liaise
with him to try to move this forward.

42/26 Levens Community Project:
a) Levens Project Advisory Group: The Clerk gave a report from the meeting of the Project Advisory
Group held on 03 September as follows:

i) Church Hill

o It was Agreed to advise PAG that it should liaise with Armitstead Barnett with a view to
marketing the plot in the range £120K - £125K when PAG is ready to do so.

e ClIr Holmes will ask Andy Brayshaw for a quote to strim and tidy the site as per last year. If it is
within reason of the 2025 rate (£180) then he should proceed.

i) Underhill

¢ Armitstead Barnett’s quote of £200 for valuations at Underhill was Approved and this should go
ahead when ready.

e CliIr. Willacy will liaise with W&FC Building Regs to confirm that the work to lay the foundation
slab may now go ahead when the contractor is ready. Ducting to the electricity supply has been
ordered and will be laid as part of the above work.

iii) New Village Hall: There have been no recent works on site. An invoice is due to be raised for the
recent sale of a 25 tonnes (or thereabouts) of stone. Work continues to secure a ball-park figure
from ACS as to the cost of build taking design and specification amendments into account. There
are issues with Building Regs but it is disappointing that no figures have yet been produced.
Roger Mason is pushing for and expecting feedback asap and ACS are to attend the next PAG
meeting. In order to get a realistic budget cost, the radical redesign of the building to a single
storey remains on the table. This remains as a last resort, and John Wood has suggested that the
Village Hall CIO will need to be consulted if there is to be any radical change to what has been
agreed so far.

iv) Finance Report: Bank reconciliations had been presented and approved. Funds in hand are:

e Current Account: £14,000.41p
e Deposit Account: £1,516,555.15
b) To Approve payments recommended by PAG: No payments were required.



43/26 Parish Land: In response to a 3™ party offer for a plot of land at Cotes, it was Agreed to commission a
desk-top and drive-by valuation to be provided by H&H Land at £200 to inform the Council of market

value.

44/26 Planning Applications:
a) Schedule of Planning Applications: Updates to the Planning Schedule on 08 September 2026 had
been circulated and noted. Current unresolved matters are:

PC Application Location Proposal Status
Ref No.
43 SL/2022/0074 Levens Lane Footpath Extension agreed to 31/12/2026
2026/0400/HOU | 55 Greengate, Various extensions. Revised After consideration it was Agreed to
Levens LA8 8NF plans submitted. Proposal confirm and submit No Objection
5 deemed to be compatible with
other developments previously
approved.
6 2026/0919/FPA Low Levens Farm | Steel framed Agric. Bldg. of No Objection.
cattle gathering area
2026/1683/TPO 5 Nethercroft, To remove epicormic shoots No Objection
7 Levens from feathered beech
LA8 8LU
2026/1665/PIP Land adjacent to Outline application for the Further discussion leading to an
8 Over Cotes erection of a single dwelling agreement to seek an extension of the
time by which a response may be
submitted
2026/1702/0PA | Plot 6 Lowgate, Outline application for the Anticipated for many years - Agreed to
9 Levens erection of a single dwelling submit No Objection.
LA8 8NJ

b) Other planning matters:

i) TPOs not received: Clir. Holmes commented that several TPO applications relating to trees on
Low Pastures had not been notified. He expressed concern that this amounted to inconsistency in
the planning process. The Clerk undertook to investigate this matter.

ii) W&FC Local Plan: Clir. Battye confirmed that the scoping consultation had been completed. The
Parish Council had lodged a detailed submission. During the consultation, she and ClIr Burrow had
met with the lead officer from W&FC and toured the Parish with her. A further screening exercise
on the sites submitted for potential development will now be conducted in the Autumn. There will
be further local consultation, and it was confirmed that infrastructure issues are critical and need
resolving.

iii) Levens Parish Council Parish Plan: Following conversation with the lead W&FC Officer, an

updated digital version had been lodged.

iv) National Scheme of Delegation: Discussed previously (29/36 above). ClIr. Battye further urged

attendance at the online session on 17 September.

45/26 Governance Matters

a) Vice-Chair: ClIr. Holmes was proposed by Clir. Burrow and seconded by ClIr. Atfield. There being no
other candidates, Clir. Holmes was elected Vice-Chair and signed a Declaration of Acceptance.

b) Councillor Vacancy: The Clerk confirmed that the PC is at liberty to co-opt a new Member. Active
promotion of the vacancy will now commence.

c) Councillor Representatives: No second representative was appointed. Clir. Holmes has met with
individual allotment holders, and it was Agreed to set up a joint meeting inviting all tenants and the
Clerk to meet to discuss matters of interest.

d) Parish Council Working Group: It was Agreed to hold a meeting on 28 September to discuss
Councillor Roles and the proposed Communications Strategy. The Clerk will book a venue and
confirm a time.

e) Policy Documents: Progress on this initiative was noted, and it was Agreed that the Clerk should
continue to develop this along the format lines proposed.

f) Assertion 10: Issues with using the new system were fedback. It was Agreed to meet immediately
before the next meeting to share experiences and attempt to iron-out particular problems.

46/26 Parish Council Communications: To be considered at the Working Group meeting to be held on 28
September.



47/26 Open Actions Not Covered Elsewhere on the Agenda

a) Levens Traffic Management: The following reports were noted:

i. Levens Lane footpath: Clir. Battye is seeking further detail on this initiative including a briefing
for the Parish Council.

ii. Traffic Management within the village: The agreed white lining should be completed in the
coming days.

iii. 20-m.p.h. Limit: The signage remains to be installed but should happen soon.

b) Parish Assets and Land

i) Orchard: The quote received for strimming and clearing the site was considered too high. Clir.
Holmes was asked to negotiate a lower rate for clearing around the fruit trees only.

ii) Maintenance work required: No other work was identified other than the clearance of Plot 3 as
previously agreed.

c) Levens Emergency Action Plan (LEAP): Clir. Forshaw reported that a resuscitation training
session was to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30 on 15 September. Parish Council members were
welcome to join. The idea of creating a local First Responders Group was received positively for
future consideration.

d) Levens Charity — The Clerk confirmed that he would prepare a half year report and arrange a
meeting of the Appointed Trustees.

e) BT Phone Box: CliIr. Willacy will suggest a local electrician(s) to look at the technical requirements
in order to move this forward. The Clerk will forward the specifications to him.

f) Bus Related Matters:

i) Shelter A590: CliIr. Forshaw had written to the Chair of Witherslack PC for advice on their
experience but had received no response. The general feeling was that this initiative was not of
sufficient benefit to the residents of Levens and that the proposal should be turned down.

ii) The Clerk reported that W&FC had written to him on the back of a complaint from a resident
about the state of the bus shelter on the slip road. W&FC were asking the PC to clean and tidy
the facility. The Clerk had responded that there is no evidence that the PC owns or is responsible
for this facility and asked W&FC to justify the request. Members agreed and were of the opinion
that this is the responsibility of National Highways.

iii) W&FC had launched a consultation about what might improve local bus services. The PC felt
that the basic response should be to push for additional services.

48/26 Correspondence Received: The Clerk had circulated communications from CALC, W&FC and

regional agencies as appropriate. Other than dealt with in the meeting, no communications had been
received from parishioners or other individuals.

49/25 Future Agenda Items: To follow up on existing matters, items identified for further discussion at this
meeting (including Over Cotes) and any new matters requiring attention (land rents and parking rates).

50/25 Date of the Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13 October
2026 in the Methodist Church, Levens.

The meeting closed at 10.14 p.m.

Signed ..o (Chairman) Date



