LEVENS PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER — SPRING 2026

Please note that in the following articles, references to Levens Parish Council and Westmorland
and Furness Council may frequently be shortened to the PC or W&FC respectively.

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

Welcome to this first Parish Council Newsletter of 2026. Since our last newsletter in early November
last year several events affecting our village have taken place, and it is time to review the current
position.

| am sure you all know about the consultation event that took place in January held by Alderley
Homes about the possible building of approximately 54 dwellings on the land behind Greengate.
The event was well attended, and the developers were only too aware of villagers comments and
concerns when they left!

Funding has been obtained to support the development of the Emergency Action Plan for our
village, and more details can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.

The siting of a new defibrillator in the BT telephone box by the bus stop has progressed in that BT
have posted the three months consultation Notice and it seems likely that we could then be able to
repurpose its use.

Dog poo is an ongoing problem and more about this is elsewhere in this newsletter. However,
please remember that the person walking a dog must have a poo bag on them and must pick up all
deposits. The dog must be on a lead in a 30mph (or lower) speed limit area. The fine for not having
a dog on a lead in a field containing sheep is increasing to ‘unlimited’ from £1,000 this month.

The legal niceties for a 20mph limit in our village have been completed and the relevant signs will
hopefully be erected in the near future. In a similar vein the cones by the Playing Fields have proved
their worth and a restrictive white line will replace them in due course. Thanks to Parish Councillor
Janet Battye, wearing her W&FC hat, for a £500 contribution towards the cost.

Finally, | can say that the Annual Village/Parish Meeting will take place in the current village hall
(Institute) at 7.30pm Tuesday 19" May. All are welcome to attend so please put in it your phone,
computer, diary or calendar.

Roger Atfield — Chair, Levens Parish Council

REPORT ON THE A590

The A590 Working Group is a committee made up of Parish Councilors from the three Parishes of
Levens, Crosthwaite and Witherslack and has been in existence for well over 10 years now. It works
with National Highways to help make the A590 a safer road. Our three Councilors on this committee
representing Levens Parish Council are Clirs Atfield, Burrow and Holmes.

Previously when volume tests were done in this area the average traffic numbers were around
26,000 vehicles per day. Two years ago, when the Committee met, National Highways informed us
that they were going to install average speed cameras using Leveling-Up money to improve road
safety. These are now in place and working although the speed camera van still operates in this
area at least once a fortnight.

During early March National Highways contractors have been night-working on our stretch of the
AS590 to clean out the drainage curbs - removing all the weeds and debris to improve the drainage
of water from the road in wet weather.

Whilst money is very tight, the Working Group continues to press for major safety upgrades to the
road such as a roundabout at the A5074 junction.
Our thanks go to National Highways for their continued help in keeping our road safe.

Clir Kevin Holmes
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DOG FOULING

Dog fouling in the Parish remains a problem that we hear about constantly and the Chairman has
referred to the matter in his introduction. Following the last issue when | wrote about this matter
many people took notice and there was a slight reduction in excrement left on the ground. Over the
last few weeks, however, there has been an increasing number of cases where people are not
picking up after their dogs in and around the village.

Please remember that a dog must be on a lead or controlled whilst in the village-controlled speed
areas and so it should be easy to notice if you need to pick up after your dog. It is illegal to fail to
pick up and dispose correctly after your dog and if reported to the Dog Warden with evidence you
could receive a fine of £100 for each offence. You should also always have a poo bag on your
person while you walk a dog. The Dog Warden can stop you and ask to see the said bag when you
are walking your dog and failure to produce one can also result in a fine.

Another area where dog fouling is getting increasingly bad is down on the Plain. | know that a lot of
dogs are walked on these roads and that owners don’t always clean up. If you see anybody failing
to do this, you can report it to the Dog Warden with either a picture of the culprit or even their vehicle
registration. Dog faeces can carry Neosporosis eggs which if left on ground can infect cattle and
cause pregnant cows to have a still born calf or to abort before their due date. Information is on the
Parish Noticeboard with a Westmorland and Furness A5 leaflet entitled Please Help. You can report
cases that you witness directly to the Dog Warden at the Council. Contact number: 0300 373 3300.

Clir Kevin Holmes

TRAFFIC SCHEMES

The management of traffic within the village and further afield is a constant priority for your Parish
Council and there are several schemes on the go at present:

Traffic Management in the Village: Following the temporary scheme in the vicinity of the Playing
Fields Gates, W&FC has confirmed that a white line to restrict parking will be in place by the late
Spring / early Summer. This will improve traffic flow and pedestrian safety at the narrow point of the
road and the PC is grateful to Westmorland and Furness Councillor Janet Battye for a contribution
of £500 from her Locality Grant budget towards the total cost of £650.

Levens Lane Footpath: Following the feasibility study, this project remains on the list as a
candidate for funding from a W&FC Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) fund. The lane itself is
scheduled for resurfacing in the coming months.

The 20-m.p.h. zone: The Chairman has confirmed in his Introduction that the 20-m.p.h. scheme
will be implemented in the agreed zones in the near future.

CORONATION COMMUNITY ORCHARD AND THE BRIGSTEER ROAD PICNIC SITE

The final trees are to be planted in the orchard area on Levens Charity land at Underhill during
March. That will complete the scheme funded by a grant from the Coronation Community Orchard
Fund and the Charity and its Sole Trustee (Levens Parish Council) are grateful to W&FC for
facilitating the award of funds. A noticeboard provided by the funders will be erected when the
entrance gates are completed.

Further work is to take place in this area — a trench to take the ducting for electricity supply to the
affordable houses at Underhill will be dug along the edge of the orchard site and an application for
Capital Grant from The Rural Payments Agency has been successful which will cover the entire
costs of rebuilding the old boundary wall along the roadside.

At the Brigsteer Road Picnic Site discussions are to be held with representatives of W&FC to
consider whether the site can benefit from a local Planting for Pollinators scheme. This will involve
soil analysis and other forms of survey to determine the viability of the site to support a range of
native wildflowers that are attractive to pollinating insects and should significantly increase the
attractiveness of the site from a visual and environmental point of view.

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village
Institute/Hall. Village organisations will be invited to provide reports on their recent activities —
invitations and the formal Notice of the meeting and Agenda will be published nearer the time.
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DEFIBRILLATOR

In our last Newsletter we advised that Levens Charity is to support the replacement the village
defibrillator as the current one is nearing the end of its viable life. An updated model (recommended
by the British Heart Foundation) has been identified at a cost (excl. VAT) in the region of £1,675.
Since then, the Parish Council has approached BT about the possible use of the telephone box on
the Green as a place where the new defibrillator might be located. BT have for some time been
considering the decommissioning of this phone box due to very low usage and have agreed that,
subject to consultation, the facility might be used for this purpose as is the case with many other
redundant phone boxes. The location is good and use of the box provides a sheltered facility by its
very nature. It also benefits from an existing electricity supply. A 90-day consultation is currently
running and if, as a result, BT deems that the phone box is no longer viable for its requirements
then the PC will consider whether to use it to house the new defibrillator. Thanks are due to Clir.
Helen Burrow for exploring this option and the village will be kept informed of developments.

Levens Emergency Action Plan (LEAP)

LEAP is delighted to announce that it has secured a grant of over £1,670 from the Cumbria
Community Foundation which supports local communities. This money will be applied to the
purchase of equipment for the Emergency Team volunteers in the event of a local emergency. LEAP
does not seek to replace or ‘get in the way’ of the primary emergency services but communities are
encouraged by the authorities to provide first response, on-the-ground information and offer support
if required. Additionally, some local events might not require the attendance of the full professional
services and local volunteers can provide valuable support to the community at such times. Kit to
be provided will include 2-way radios, torches, high-viz clothing and kit bags for storage. As part of
this initiative, the Levens Parish Council Safeguarding policy has also been revised. Both LEAP and
the safeguarding policy, will be available on the Levens Parish website in due course.

Thanks are due to ClIr. David Forshaw for coordinating this initiative.

Housing Development in Levens

W&FC is legally bound to prepare a new Local Plan for its area to map out how the district will
evolve over the next plan phase. There are new government-set targets for housing development
to which local councils must work. Included in this process is a ‘Call for Sites’ identifying land that
might be considered for housing or business development during the next plan period. Anyone can
submit proposals for land that might be developed and it is up to the strategic planners in W&FC to
decide whether submissions are appropriate within the planning framework. During the most recent
‘Call for Sites’, 5 were identified in Levens and none of these was eliminated during the first sift.
CliIr. Atfield has referred to one such site in his introduction and the Parish Council has recently
considered an application for planning in principle on another site that is not part of the current Call
for Sites. The Parish Council considers its responses on a case-by-case basis when planning
applications are submitted and takes community opinion into account. To this end, it recently
launched a consultation to get local views on the possible development of approximately 54 houses
behind Greengate to inform its deliberations should an application be submitted. This online survey
may be found at: https://forms.gle/Xd7LPdKojSZVXki3A and residents are encouraged to
participate. At this stage, Levens Parish Council does not have a pre-determined view on the
development of individual sites but does have has deep concerns about the ability of the local
infrastructure - including roads and road safety, surface water drainage, sewage and water supply,
electricity supply and education capacity to cope with significantly increased numbers of residents.
It has made these concerns known to W&FC and is awaiting a response.

Levens Community Project
A full update on progress with the project and end of year financial figures is to be uploaded to the
website soon after the close of the financial year.

The Levens Village Christmas Event 2025

Despite some grim weather in the run up to the event on 30 November 2025, the event was once
again a success due to the efforts of all in the Christmas Team and thanks are due to them all as
well as to all those who attended. The event raised donations of £687 which will be applied to
local causes.
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Levens Parish Council 2025-26

Councillor Address Tel. Email
Roger Atfield The Old Court, Church Rd, | 015395 | rogeratfield@btinternet.com
(Chair) Levens, LA8 8PU 61574
Roger Mason Heaves Farm, Levens, 015395 | roger@heavesfarm.co.uk
(Vice-Chair) LA8 8DU 60200
Helen Burrow Davlen Fold, Brigsteer Rd, 015395 | helenburrow20@gmail.com
Levens, LA8 8NT 61082
Janet Battye Inglewood, Cinderbarrow, 07711 | janetmbattye@gmail.com
Levens, LA8 8NX 583013
Kevin Holmes Field Place, Levens, 07773 | kevinrholmesO@gmail.com
LA8 8EJ 453548
David Rogerson 16, Nethercroft, Levens, 015395 | davidirogerson@btinternet.com
LA8 8LU 61628
Mark Willacy Hundred Acre View 07786 | mark@dhwillacy.com
Church Rd, LA8 8PS 080893
David Forshaw dforshaw26@gmail.com
Clerk Address Tel. Email
Martin Curry 18 Barn Holme, Kendal, 07388 levens.parish@gmail.com
LA9 5LP 920410

Councillor: Westmorland and Furness Council: Clir. Janet Battye, Inglewood, Cinderbarrow,
Levens LA8 8NX. Mob: 07711 583013. Email: janetmbattye@gmail.com

Police: PCSO 5233 Jayne Park. Email: jayne.park@cumbria.police.uk

Parish Council Meetings 2025-26

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of most months in the Methodist Church Meeting Room
commencing at 7.30 p.m. unless otherwise indicated / notified. Matters relating to Parish Council
meetings including Agendas and Minutes are posted on the Parish Council Noticeboard and on its
webpage: https://www.levens.org.uk/parish-council.

All are welcome to attend and there is an item for public participation on every Agenda.

The following dates are scheduled for meetings during the 2025-26 Parish Council year:
2026: 14 April.

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on the 19 May 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village
Institute/Hall.

Levens Village Community Website

For other sources of local information do please visit the village website at: www.levens.org.uk.
where you will find material on a wide range of local activities. If you haven’t been there, it really is
worth checking out. One page (https://www.levens.org.uk/parish-council) is devoted to the activities
of the Parish Council where the minutes of its meetings, information on finance and much more is
to be found - including a Contact facility enabling the reader to get in touch direct with the Council.

There is also a local Facebook Group where items of local interest are discussed - just search for
‘Levens Village Community’.
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